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Finally, 
brethren, 
whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is 

of good repute, if there is any excellence 
and if anything worthy of praise, let your 

mind dwell on these things.

Philippians 
4:8

news and advertising 
deadline for August 
issue is July 20.

BEEVILLE – The church here will 
host a day of edification for women 
on Saturday, Aug. 10, with “Major 
Lessons from Minor Characters.” 
McKenna Miller and Jasmine Norman 
from the Southwest School of Bible 
Studies in Austin will serve as resource 
speakers.
Registration runs from 9-9:30 a.m. 

and lunch will be provided. Please rsvp 
by calling the church at 361-358-4428.

July 2019
Vol. 41  
No. 7

Major lessons 
on Ladies Day

PLEASANTON -- The elders here 
recently announced that Robert Miller 
of the Cibolo area will begin serving as 
minister beginning in September. The 
church began a search following Ray 
Bean’s announcement that he would be 
retiring.

The elders issued a statement saying, 
“We know that Robert will be a 
positive influence on many people, as 
well as a great point of contact for the 
church in this community.”

Miller describes himself this 
way: “As a disciple who has long 
understood my calling to preach and 
teach the Gospel message of Christ, 
over the years I have had the privilege 
of serving as a chaplain, minister, 
counselor, neighbor, and friend to 
various individuals and families 
around the world.”

Miller comes with a wealth of 
experience, a great knowledge of the 
scriptures and a passion for sharing 
the gospel. While enlisted in the 
United States Air Force, he served as a 
Faith Leader while in Afghanistan and 
performed additional mission work 
in Africa and India. He is currently a 
hospice chaplain, a ministry that he 
wishes to continue in some form. 

The elders also stated, “We look 

forward to his preaching and his 
sharing of the gospel with us and the 
community at large. Please pray for 
Robert and his family as they prepare 
to make their home with us.”

Miller and his wife, Ann; daughters, 
Alina and Avery and their son, Alex, 
will be moving to Pleasanton in the 
near future. In the meantime, he 
plans to be as involved as he can be, 
getting to know the church better as a 
congregation.

AuguSt2-4                Discipleship 
University, Dripping 
Springs

AuguSt10
Ladies Day, Adams St. 
church, beeville

July10      midweek 
Preaching continues

July10-13           San 
Antonio Work camp

July11 Summer Youth 
Series gatherings 
continue

Edinburg: 
Recognition 
awarded to Bible 
students  See pg. 5

September28     Annual 
evening of Spiritual 
harmony, northside, 
San Antonio

Save       
the date

OctOber18-20
   recharge 
Youth conference 
hosted by Weber 
road, camp bandina

NOvember9     bible bowl 
on mark’s gospel, 
Weber road

McKenna Miller Jasmine Norman

Clockwise from left, Alina in her 
mom, Ann’s lap, Robert, Avery, and 
Alex Miller.

PLEASANTON – Children from age 
2 up to the fourth grade have been 
treated to a Summer Teaching Series 
on Wednesday nights at the church 
here. From June 12 to Aug. 14, the 
lessons surround them with God’s 
word through elements of God’s 
world. Different members of the 
church demonstrate a personal skill 
or hobby and make a related spiritual 
application.

Grade schoolers get 
hands-on series

 Darla Royal throws clay to so that the 
children may imagine the Lord’s work.
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My brother, “Little Ernie,” is 19 years 
younger than I am. As young adults, Sid, my 
future husband, and I were able to observe 
my father, “Big Ernie” disciplining my little 
brother. After some misbehaving on my 
brother’s part, my father would mete out 
appropriate punishment. The little guy got what 
he deserved!  My brother would be very sorry 
for what he did and promise, with tears, that he 
would not do it again. Then my father would 
wrap my little brother up in his arms and tell 
Little Ernie that he loved him. This was not a 
daily occurrence, but almost! 

Sid and I remembered, and used the same 
form of parenting with our children. Sid took 

it one step further. At night, while they were 
sleeping, he would pray for them by their 
bedsides.  We have observed Little Ernie, 27 
years later and now a parent of four, employing 
the same method, and with great success.

Real Parenting is necessary. Without it, 
parents have no power to “guide children 
in the way they should go” (Psalm 22:6). 
Children need guidance and parameters. They 
need to know they are loved, protected, and 
have someone to go to when in need. Life is 
hard; our children need God in their hearts 
and by their sides.  Parents can teach their 
children, just as God teaches us, His children, 
to obey Him and follow His Guidance and His 

Our immediate answer 
to the title question is 
probably “No,” yet Matthew 
5: 48 from Jesus’ Sermon 
on the Mount states: “Be 
perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect” 
(NIV). After all, it seems 
to contradict passages such 
as Paul’s echo of Psalm 14 
in Romans 3 that “no one 
is righteous, not even one” 
(v. 10), and that “all have 
sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God” (v. 23). Without watering down 
the Matthew passage and making it say less than 
it should, an examination of the word “perfect” 
itself and the contexts in which it appears sheds 
light on the passage in Matthew. 

One complication is that “perfect” can have 
several shades of meaning. I found 16 distinct 
definitions of the word in one dictionary, and 
a quick key-word search from the online Bible 
Gateway yielded 42 separate results for the 
word throughout the Bible. I did find it helpful 
that “perfect” in English goes back to the Latin 
term “perficere,” which means “thorough” or 
“completely.” The New Testament Greek term, 
“teleos,” also has a similar meaning. The bottom 
line here is that “perfect” in the Bible usually 
means either flawless or complet(ed), or both.

Looking specifically at the Old Testament 
context, I found that “perfect” usually means 
flawless, when applied to God or to the Mosaic 
Law. Deuteronomy 32:4 affirms that Yahweh’s 
“works are perfect, and all his ways are just”; 2 

Samuel 22:31 declares, “As for God, his way is 
perfect; the Lord’s word is flawless; and Psalm 
19:7 describes the “law of the Lord [as] perfect, 
refreshing the soul.”

On the other hand, the secondary use of 
“perfect,” meaning completeness, sometimes 
emerges in Old Testament passages and reveals 
the term’s connection to its Latin root, “perficere.” 
One example occurs in Isaiah 25, where God’s 
name is exalted and praised for his “perfect” 
[complete] faithfulness” (v. 1). Another appears in 
the next chapter of Isaiah, where “You [Yahweh] 
will keep in perfect [complete] peace those whose 
minds are steadfast, because they trust in you” 
(26:3).

This double application of “perfect” to flawless 
and complete also appears frequently in passages 
from the New Testament. Jesus’ reply to the rich 
young seeker in Matthew 19:21, “If you want 
to be perfect, sell your possessions and give to 
give to the poor. . . .Then come follow me,” is an 
example. The young man’s obedience could be 
either complete or flawless, neither of which he 
could achieve. 

According to 2 Corinthians 12:9, the Lord told 
Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.” The 
use of “perfect” to mean complete instead 
of flawless works better here, because 
“flawless weakness” doesn’t make much 
sense. Likewise, when the term is used in its 
adverbial form, as in “perfectly united” (1 
Cor. 1:10) and “perfectly clear” (2 Cor. 11:6), 
the application of completeness seems to 
work better.

The anonymous epistle of Hebrews uses 

“perfect” 11 times, perhaps more than any other 
New Testament book. Sometimes it applies to 
the perfect (flawless) nature of Jesus Christ (5:9, 
7:28), although he had to be “made perfect” (5:9) 
during his earthly ministry by being tempted in 
every way and not sinning (4:15). However, one 
of my favorite passages in Hebrews calls us “to 
fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter [or 
completer] of faith” (12:2).

This emphasis in Hebrews on the perfection 
of Jesus may offer a key to understanding the 
meaning of our original passage, Matthew 5:48, 
which calls for individual perfection. Perhaps the 
answer lies in three specific verses from Hebrews: 
“For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever 
those who are being made holy (10:14); “God 
had planned something better for us so that only 
together with us would they [the faithful of 
Chapter 11] be made perfect” (11:40); and “You 
have come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits 
of the righteous made perfect” (12:23).

These three passages arguably suggest that 
human perfection is ultimately achievable, but as 
a continuing process, not as an immediate state, 
and that it is possible only through the sacrifice of 
Jesus and our faithful commitment to him.
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SIBI lessons now in major app stores
LUBBOCK – Some of the best known and highly 

respected teachers of the Sunset International Bible 
Institute may be heard for free now on Apple, 
Android, Amazon and Roku devices. The institute 
recently announced the release of classroom audio, 
Bible lessons, workshop sessions and sermon series 
in a digital library available to all. 

Said Visual 
Communications 
Director, Jeff Rader, 
“You can watch or listen 
at home or on the go to 
lessons from some of 
the teachers that helped 
establish Sunset as a 
source of sound, Biblical 
teaching and practical 
ministry application. 

“The archive features 

Sunset faculty such as Richard Rogers, Ed Wharton, 
Cline Paden, Gerald Paden, Truman Scott, Truitt 
Adair, Abe Lincoln, Richard Baggett, Ted Kell, 
Jim McGuiggan, Nat Cooper, and Ted Stewart and 
others.”

The library will be expanded as more audio and 
video are digitized. The largest portion is in English, 
but plans also include adding materials in ASL, 
Arabic, Spanish, Russian, Chinese, Portuguese and 
French.

Search for “Sunset Digital” on the device’s app or 
play store.

SIBI is a ministry training school located at the 
Sunset Church of Christ here and in 70 satellite 
sites around the world. The staff serves to teach the 
Word, strengthen the body, and evangelize the lost. 
Thousands have prepared to minister to others there 
since its founding in 1962. For more information, 
visit the sibi.cc website or call 800-658-9553.

Central Church of Christ In Victoria, Texas 
is searching for a 

Full Time Pulpit Minister
We are a church of 200 to 250, with five elders and five deacons. Our very 
loving, forgiving, and compassionate congregation actively serves as God’s 

heart and hands throughout the Victoria community and beyond, through 
community outreach activities, foreign missions work, youth programs, 
disaster relief efforts, local food bank, homeless assistance, Christians 

Against Substance Abuse, college outreach, and other opportuni-
ties to serve. For a closer look at Central, please visit our web site at:  

churchofvictoria.com
To apply select “About Central”, and then select “Careers.”  

Salary and benefits are negotiable, and commensurate with experience and 
education. 

Your resume should include your educational and work history, links to at 
least two of your sermons, a concise 1-2 page statement that describes you 
and characterizes your current ministry efforts and style.

Please email your application information to:     
danmarshall44@yahoo.com

BUYING
COLLECTING 
VINTAGE: 

Watches, 
jewelry, knives, 

trains, signs, toys & 
more

 (210) 
496-2316

Continued from page 1

Grade schoolers get 
hands-on series

The children get fizzy with some of 
the fruits of the spirit.

On June 22, Darla and Gabriela 
Royal introduced them to God 
as the Potter for Whom “I Am 
the Clay.” Dressed in play 
clothes, the children handled 
clay during the activity and 
watched a throwing-onto-the-
wheel demonstration. 
The next week, a “Get 

Fizzy” lesson used a science 
experiment to demonstrate 
forgiveness. Melissa Theis 
conducted a class in which an 
agent was added to colored 
water to make it clear again. 
The July 3 lesson drew on 

James 1:2-4, which begins, 
“Consider it pure joy, my 
brothers and sisters, whenever 
you face trials of many kinds.” 
In a baking activity, Jenn 
Maxwell taught that “God takes 
the bad along with the good and 
something even better becomes 

us.”
In July, Amy LaMore and Joy Gunter 

will use quilting to teach unity: One 
body, many parts. Later in the summer, 
Katherine Norwood and Michelle 
Eisenhauer will conduct two science 
experiments that also lead to spiritual 
applications. 
Holly Kunkel, Theressa Bryan, Betty 

Rackley also led sessions during the 
series. In August, Corinna Velasquez 
closes it out with “Signing ‘Jesus 
Loves Me’ and More.”



Page 4/Christian news of south texas, July 2019

SYS 
set for 
Coastal 
Bend

PLEASANTON – The “Are You Invested?” 
midweek preaching series continues at the Lord’s 
church here. Inspired by Php. 2:1-4, the speakers 
will teach of the encouragement, comfort, 
fellowship, tenderness, compassion and purpose 
that grow like compound interest when one is 
united with Christ, His Spirit, and His love. 

Mark Forster of the Alamo City church of Christ 
in San Antonio began the July sessions. These are 
the remaining dates, speakers -- and treats!

July
10 - Nathan Flynt. Ice cream sundaes follow.
17 - Delton McGuire (Prison ministry)
24 - Wayne Palk. Pie fellowship follows.

31 - Jim Crain, WBS
August
7 - Logan Brown
14 - Jonathan Bean and Jansen. Homemade ice 

cream follows.
21 - Mike Norwood
28 - Buck Jones

CORPUS CHRISTI – The young people of the church 
here, Victoria and other towns are gathering at 7 p.m. 
once a week during the Coastal Bend Summer Youth 
Series. They will enjoy fellowship and food around the 
study of “The Book of James: A Faith that Works.” 

Matthew Gibson of the Riverside church here 
coordinated the series. Riverside and Odem hosted in 
June. Here are the remaining dates. The * indicates a 
Saturday gatherings. All others are Thursday dates.

Midweek “Invested” 
lessons profit all

July 11 Midtown, Victoria
July 18 Mathis
July 27* Portland

August 1 Beeville
August 10* Weber Road, 
Corpus Christi

2019
CoaStaL

BenD
SuMMer

YoutH 
SerIeS

JamEsthe 
book 
of

A Faith that Works

50 GRADS GO INTO hARVEST fIELDS
LuBBOCK – “Congratulations!” was the cry that went out to the 50 

newest graduates of the Sunset international Bible institute in May. The 
88th graduation service saw 30 students from the Residential Biblical 
Studies, three from the School of Missions, 13 from external Studies, 
and four from the Graduate School programs cross the stage. The 250-

350 students from the 75 ministry training schools around the world were 
also recognized that day.

The newly-minted trainees were sent out with this blessing: “The 
fields are white unto harvest, and we commit each of these graduates to 
God to be used for the building of His kingdom.”
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Edinburg : Otorga 
Reconocimientos a 
Jóvenes
EDINBURG -- La Iglesia de Cristo 
en Edinburg estuvo entregando 
reconocimientos a jóvenes que van 
desde los 14 a los 17 años de edad 
que terminaron los dos primeros 
años de estudios bíblicos. Estos 
estudios están siendo impartidos 
por el hermano David Vanegas, 
anciano de la congregación. 

El hermano que ministra a estos 
jóvenes está dando un curso que 
consta de seis años en la cual el 
joven va aprender apologética, 
evidencia cristiana y el panorama 
de toda la biblia, tanto antiguo 
testamento, como nuevo 
testamento. 

Este curso se divide en 
tres etapas de dos años y 
en cada etapa finalizada, 
se le da un certificado a 
cada joven. Y al término 
de los seis años, se les 
estará otorgando un 
diploma. 

Cabe destacar que el 
hermano cuenta con más 
jóvenes que han sido 
agregados hace un par de 
meses, los cuales están 
atendiendo estas clases. 
Pedimos las oraciones 

de todos los hermanos en la fe por 
este grupo de jóvenes, que cada 
día se esmeran en agradar a Dios, 
disponiendo toda solicitud, empeño 
y sobre todo amor, por la palabra 
del Señor. 

Al igual, ore por el hermano 
Vanegas, que se esfuerza por 
instruir a estos jóvenes en el 
crecimiento espiritual como 
muestra Salmos 71:17: “Oh Dios, 
me enseñaste desde mi juventud, 
y hasta ahora he manifestado tus 
maravillas.”

La iglesia invita a todos que 
visiten. Se reunen aquí: 4002 
Richardson Rd., Edinburg, 78542.

 

church of christ minister Search committee 
Lackland terrace church of christ
2000 S W Loop 410, San Antonio, tX 78227
210-674-6417

The ideal candidate should have an in-depth knowledge of God’s 
Word, hold fast to Biblical truths and be able to effectively 
communicate those truths for the edification of the congregation 
and growth of the church. Additionally, he should be sensitive to 
cross-cultural issues, relate well to young people and be effective in 
handling family and marriage issues. Under the oversight of three 
elders, he and his family should be active in church ministries and 
in the lives of individual members of the congregation.   
Salary is negotiable along with benefits and shall be commensurate 
with experience and education.
Please submit your resume, audio or video media of two sermons 
and a concise one to two page statement that characterizes your 
current ministry efforts and style. Also, please include a current 
photo. Please mail this information to:  

LAckLAnD terrAce chUrch 
Of chriSt

in San Antonio, texas
is announcing a position opening for

Full TimE PulPiT miNisTER

  

Edinburg: Recognition awarded to Bible students
by Betty Vega 
EDINBURG -- The Edinburg 

Church of Christ here gave 
recognition to the young people of 
ages 14 to 17 who completed the 
first two years of biblical studies. 
These studies are currently being 
taught by brother David Vanegas, an 
elder of the congregation. 

Brother Vanegas, who also 
ministers to these students, is 
teaching a curriculum which 
consists of six years in which the 
young people will learn apologetics, 
Christian evidences, and the 
panorama of the whole Bible, both 
the Old Testament and the New 
Testament. 

The study is divided into three 
stages of two years each, and as 
each stage completed, each student 
is given a certificate. At the end of 
the six years, each will be awarded a 

diploma. 
It should be noted that brother 

Vanegas has had even more young 
people join and attend these classes 
in the last two months. We ask for 
the prayers of all our brethren for 
this group of students who strive 
every day to please God, displaying 
diligence, effort, and above all, love 
for the Word of the Lord. 

And in the same manner, pray 
for brother Vanegas who strives 
to instruct these young adults in 
spiritual growth as shown in Psalm 
71:17: “O God, You have taught me 
from my youth; And to this day I 
declare Your wondrous works.” 

The members invite all travelers 
to come visit. The assemblies are 
translated, English/Spanish, and the 
church meets at 4002 Richardson 
Rd. in Edinburg, 78542. 

[The Spanish translation follows.]

These diligent students earned Bible study recognition. From left, 
front, Emily Vargas, Zaylin Cavazos, and Teacher David Vanegas. 
Back: Zayra Cavazos, Valery Perez, Anabel López, Zareth Cavazos, 
Caleb Fuentes and Abel López

Lilian Sustayta, left, was photographed 
later with her teacher, David Vanegas.

JamEs
A Faith that Works
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Sunset International Bible Institute  •  800.658.9553  •  www.sunset.bible

The vision of this Solar Mission is to reach the most people possible who speak the 5th most spoken language in the world with 
the Gospel and to reach those in need of the Good News who live in one of our closest neighboring countries.

The purpose of this Portuguese/Creole Solar Mission is to deliver a combined total of 3,000 solar players in Portuguese to all of 
the Portuguese speaking nations in the world including Brazil, Mozambique, and Angola and in Creole to Haiti. This will be a 

two year project beginning in 2019 and continuing through 2020.

Y O U  C A N  R E A C H  T H E  H E A R T  O F  T H E  A M A Z O N  & 
T H E  H E A R T S  I N  H A I T I

Timely, scriptural lessons for today’s challenges!
Makes a great gift for 

ministers!
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Award-winning Chronicle leadership changes hands
OKLAHOMA CITY – The lead staff members 

of the Christian Chronicle have taken on new 
responsibilities, according to the board of trustees. 
Eric Tryggestad has been named as the paper’s 
president and CEO while Bobby Ross, Jr., succeeds 
him as editor in chief.

“I’m excited to lead the Chronicle’s overall news 
and editorial operations,” Ross said. “The Chronicle 
has established itself as one of the nation’s best 
Christian newspapers, but I believe we can be even 
better.

“Our job is to tell the heartwarming stories as 
well as the challenging stories that help bring us all 
together, either to celebrate our victories in Christ or 
to look for ways to serve our Lord better.

“We serve a big God who can handle any 
negative publicity. The Bible doesn’t shy away 
from uncomfortable facts. We believe in Christian 
journalism that shines a light.”

The board began a nationwide search to fill the 
top position after Lynn McMillon announced he 
would be resigning as president and CEO last year. 
He continues to teach Bible at OCC. 

Tryggestad will continue to cover international 
news and write the Insight column. He and Ross 

began their new duties on June 1. 
In a recent article, Ross 

thanked all readers, and asked 
for their thoughts: “Are there 
topic areas or subjects we should 
cover more? Less? How could 
we improve what we do? What 
story ideas do you have?” Readers 
may reply to him at bobby.ross@
christianchronicle.org.

In a June 25 online report, 
the Religion News Association 
listed Ross as a finalist in its 
newspapers, online and magazine 
category. Chronicle reporting 
won in several categories last 
year. This year, the awards will be 
announced at the RNA conference 
in Las Vegas on Sept. 21.

The Christian Chronicle 
is “committed to the highest 
standards of journalistic excellence and seeks 
to inform, inspire and unite churches of Christ 
worldwide.” With a circulation of more than 
330,000 readers, the staff has published this paper 

since 1943 from offices on the campus of Oklahoma 
Christian University in Oklahoma City. 

To read about the leaders’ new plans in the May 
29 and July 1 stories online and/or to subscribe, go 
to Christian Chronicle.org.

Bobby Ross, 
editor in Chief

eric Tryggestad, 
President & CeO

Give honor Gifts for: 
• Birthday  •  Anniversary •  Friendship •  Graduation
•  Special Achievement • Service •  Get well •Memorial Gift
We will send you an acknowledgment as well as inform your 

family of your gift. Please send your name, pertinent informa-
tion and donation to: The Christian News P. O. Box 34793 San 
Antonio, TX 78265-4793

Remember Us with Your Memorials



Page 7/Christian news of south texas, July2019T O  T H E  H E A R T
O F

T H E  A M A Z O N  •  A F R I C A  •  H A I T I

Sunset International Bible Institute  •  800.658.9553  •  www.sunset.bible

The vision of this Solar Mission is to reach the most people possible who speak the 5th most spoken language in the world with 
the Gospel and to reach those in need of the Good News who live in one of our closest neighboring countries.

The purpose of this Portuguese/Creole Solar Mission is to deliver a combined total of 3,000 solar players in Portuguese to all of 
the Portuguese speaking nations in the world including Brazil, Mozambique, and Angola and in Creole to Haiti. This will be a 

two year project beginning in 2019 and continuing through 2020.

Y O U  C A N  R E A C H  T H E  H E A R T  O F  T H E  A M A Z O N  & 
T H E  H E A R T S  I N  H A I T I
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 cORPuS cHRiSTi
ARLINGTON hEIGhTS: 2722 Rand Morgan Rd. at i.H. 37, 
361-241-1612. Sunday Bible Class 9:30 a.m. Worship 10:30 
a.m. and 6 p.m.Wednesday evening Bible Study 7 p.m. 

KINGS CROSSING ChURCh Of ChRIST: 5901 Yorktown 
Blvd., (361) 992-8251, Sunday Bible Study 9:15 a.m. Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. Wednesday Worship & Bible 
study 7 p.m.

WEBER ROAD ChURCh Of ChRIST: 5253 Weber Road, 
361-853-7701, Sunday Bible Study 9 a.m.;Worship 10 a.m. 
& 6 p.m., Wednesday Bible Study & Devotional 7 p.m.
Ministers: Pulpit, Mark Hammitt & Youth, Kenneth Pinckley
Families for Christ Coordinator, Stephen Charlebois
Website:  webercofc.com

FLOReSViLLe
fLORESVILLE ChURCh Of ChRIST:1204 3rd St.  
(830)393-6154; Sunday  9 a.m. Bible Study, Worship 10 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. Bible Study and Devotional. 

FReDeRicKSBuRg

fREDERICKSBURG ChURCh Of ChRIST:507 N. Llano, 
830-997-4632 www.fbgcofc.com, disciples@fbgcofc.com, 
Sunday Bible Class 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 
evening Worship 5 p.m. Wednesday evening Class 7 p.m.

KARneS ciTY

Karnes City Church of Christ: (Building located at corner 
of Hwy. 181S and Crews St.)  Mailing address: PO Box 115, 
Karnes City, TX 78118. (830) 780-2050. Sunday Bible Study 
10 a.m. Worship 11 a.m. Wednesday Bible Study 6 p.m.

KeRRViLLe

RIVERSIDE ChURCh Of ChRIST: 625 Harper Road, 
56-334-1231 Sunday: Classes 9 a.m., Worship, 10 a.m. & 
5:30 p.m.  Wednesday: Bible Study, 7 p.m.   
Visit www.RiversideChurchofChristKerrville.org

LA FeRiA

LA fERIA ChURCh Of ChRIST: 912 North Parker Road, 
78559, (956) 536-9832 or (956) 797-3105, Services in english 
and Spanish, Sunday Bible Class 9:30 a.m., Worship 10:30 
a.m., evening 5 p.m., Wed. Bible Study 6:30 p.m.. Spanish 
Sunday 12-2:30 p.m., Thursday Services 7 p.m. Third Sunday 
only: Worship 1 p.m, Ministers: Gene Head and Felix Cruz

LAReDO

LAREDO ChURCh Of ChRIST: 5901 McPherson, Ste. 10b. 
Sunday 10 a.m. Bible study 11 a.m. Worship, 6 p.m. Worship. 
Wed. 7 p.m. Bible study. 956-334-1231 rvshalom@yahoo.com 

SAn AnTOniO

ALAMO CITY: 301 W. Dewey Place, 78212   
(210) 532-8994. Sunday 9:30 a.m. Worship,  Wednes-
day, 7 p.m. Bible Study. 

DELLCREST ChURCh Of ChRIST: 1550 South W. W. 
White Rd., 337-2044. Sunday worship 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Bible study 9:15 a.m. Wednesday Bible class 10 a.m. and 7 
p.m. Web page: www.dellcrestchurchofchrist.org

LACKLAND TERRACE: 2000 SW Loop 410,  (210) 674-
6417. english & Spanish Bible Study Sundays 9:30 a.m. 
english & Spanish Worship Services Sundays 10:45 a.m. & 
5 p.m. english & Spanish Bible Study Wednesdays 7 p.m.  
Lackland Air Force Base - Bible Study Sundays 0730 
Lackland Air Force Base - Worship Service Sundays 0830

MACARThUR PARK: 1907 Ne Loop 410, San Antonio, 
Texas 78217 www.macarthurchurch.org Bible Classes:  
Sundays, 9:15 a.m., Worship: Sundays, 10:30 a.m. Midweek 
Classes: Wednesday, 5:15 p.m. & 7 p.m.

NORThEAST ChURCh Of ChRIST:  8195 FM 78, San 
Antonio,Tx. 78244  P.O. Box 1060,Converse,Tx. 78109   
(210) 661-5483, Sunday Bible class - 9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m., evening -5:30 p.m.; Wednesday Bible class - 
7:15 p.m.

NORThERN OAKS ChURCh Of ChRIST: 17435 Redland 
Rd.,78247, 210-496-1346, Sun worship 9:30 a.m., 6 p.m.,  
Bible class, Sun 10:45 a.m., Wed 7 p.m., Minister Mel Hut-
zler, Web page http://www.northernoakscofc.org

NORThSIDE: 19818 u.S. Hwy. 281 N, 78258, 210-494-
1907, Sunday Worship 8:30 & 11:15 a.m. (Signing at 11:15), 
Bible Class 10 a.m., Wed. Bible Classes 7 p.m.,  nscoc.org. 

NORThWEST: 9681 W. Loop 1604 N. , 210-688-3002. 
Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m., Bible Classes: 9:45 
a.m., Sunday 6 p.m., Wednesday 7 p.m.   
www.northwestchurchofchrist.org 

RANDOLPh ChURCh Of ChRIST: 1032 Pat Booker Rd., 
universal City, TX, 210-659-1373; Sunday Worship, 10 a.m., 
Bible Study, 5 p.m., Wednesday Prayer Meeting, 7 p.m.

SAN PEDRO: 311 Jackson-Keller, 822-3305. Sun 9 a.m. 
Bible Study, 10 a.m. Worship, 5 p.m. Worship, Wed 7 p.m. 
Bible Study, email office@spcocsa.org NOW in Spanish 
Domingo (Sunday) estudio Bíblico (Bible Study) @ 9 a.m., 
Adoración (Worship) @ 10 a.m.

ShENANDOAh ChURCh Of ChRIST: Home of the 
Shenandoah Lectures, www.shenandoahcofc.org, 11026 
Wurzbach Road, (210) 696-5532, Sunday 9 a.m. Bible 
Study, 10 a.m. Worship, 11 a.m. Combined Classes. 
Wednesday 7 p.m. Bible Study

SOUThWEST ChURCh Of ChRIST: 1604 & Old Pearsall 
Rd. 210-238-3883, Bible study, Sunday 9:45 a.m.,   
Worship Sun. 10:45 a.m., 5 p.m., Wednesday 6 p.m.,  
www.ChurchofChristSWSA.com.

WEST LAUREL: 1747 W. Laurel, 734-7495. Sun Bible 
Study 9:15 a.m., Worship 10:15 a.m., evening Worship 5:30 
p.m., Wed Bible Study 7 p.m.

WEST BEXAR COUNTY: 10106 State Highway 151 S, 
78251 (in Big’z Burger Joint), 210-901-9932, Sunday Bible 
study 9:30 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m. , Wednesday Bible 
study 7 p.m. , info@wbccc.life, http://wbccc.life,

Seguin

WALNUT STREET: 1351 e. Walnut,  Seguin, TX. 78155, 
(830) 379-6857. email: walnutstreetcoc@att.net  FAX: (830) 
379-6957 Sun. 9 a.m. Bible Study, 10 a.m. Worship, 6 p.m. 
Worship, Wed. 6 p.m. Bible Study, Minister: Ken Walters 
Web Address: walnutstchurchofchrist.com

WeSLAcO

BRIDGE AVENUE: 1220 S. Bridge Avenue, Weslaco, Texas 
78596, (956) 968-7457 Services in english and Spanish 
Sun. Bible Class 9:30 a.m., Worship 10:20 a.m., evening 
Service 6 p.m. 1st Sunday evening 1:15 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m. 
Ministers: Hugo Camacho, Cary Gillis www.bacofc.org, 
email: bridgeavenuechurchofchrist@yahoo.com

SOuTH TeXAS AReA CHuRCHeS of CHRiST
Church of Christ  Directory

$95 per year or $12 per month 
(210) 494-2440 

presmae@sbcglobal.net 

Sonshine group plans 
back to college party

The christian news of 
South Texas newspaper is 

available online
christiannewsSt.wordpress.com
•Community calendar
•Free monthly e-newsletter
•Ministry and church resources
•Business service page

CORPUS CHRISTI -- “We want them to know that we are praying 
for them spiritually and for positive school experiences!” These words 
express the goal of the Weber Road church here in planning a Back to 
School Party for college students on the evening of July 28.

“This will be a dinner and dessert party for the entire congregation to 
share with our college students as the guests of honor,” say organizers, 
Donna Hannah, Phyllis Hibdon and Sandra Montgomery. 

These members of the Ray of Sonshine group are also inviting their 
fellow members to donate thumb drives, sticky notes, book flags, index 
cards, sharpies, hand sanitizers, high polymer erasers, multi-colored 
highlighters, and mints. These supplies will help the students be ready for 
the first day of class. The love and prayers of the church will fortify them 
spiritually
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SCHuLeNBuRG RV PARK
65 N. Kessler Ave, 

Schulenburg, TX 78956 
(979) 743-4388

Nissan of San Marcos
2980 S. IH 35, 78666

(512) 353-5116 
(866) 786-1714

PhOTOGRAPhY
Weddings, Portraits, 

& Special Events
    Joel A. Byrd (210)696-5226

TOYOTA OF BOeRNe
(210) 870-1800

cguerra@toyotaofboerne.com

cATeRing 
www.thelynkexperience.com

Lynette Kennedy,CC 
(210) 313-1457 

APPLe PeST cOnTROL & 
LAWn DeVeLOPMenTS

Call (210) 695-8946 
for Free estimate

GNh ChfC ADVISORY SERVICES
A Texas Registered Investment Advisor
Gary Hannah • Chartered Financial Consultant 

GNH.ChFC@gmail.com  361-739-9300

Fresh’s Carpet Cleaning
Certified, insured & Bonded

Douglas Chapman 210-264-5914
Member at San Pedro Church of Christ

San Antonio and Surrounding areas

Epic coffEE
supporting preachers of the Gospel from seed to 

cup. Raised by preachers in africa, Freshly roasted 
by a preacher right here in Texas (210) 593-8329

FlameRoastedCoffee.com/subscribe 

Wise Heart Counseling       
gene Benedict M.A. LPc-S

1314 e. Sonterra, Suite 103, 
San Antonio 78258  

210.316.5618      www.genebenedict.com

S&S Contracting and Remodeling 
Home and Business Renovations      20 Yrs Experience 

Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling, Framing, Flooring, Interior & Exterior Texture/
Painting, Cabinet Installations, Carpentry, Additions & Much More 

FREE ESTIMATES  
facebook.com/SandScontractingandremodeling 

CALL (210) 705-9619 

cOunSeLing
W.T. (Bill) Roach, M.Ed.

Licensed Professional Counselor
    (956) 463-7391 WESLACO, TX

RATeS: $70 per year or $8 per month

BusinEss DirEctory

Call Presley Orsburn at 494-2440
to place your ad in the Directory

SAN ANTONIO – Eric Davenport 
and his family visited the Northwest 
church of Christ on June 30. Eric brought 
the Sunday lesson and that evening, he 
reported on the mission church he serves 
in Rwanda. 

In the photo, the elders pray over 
Eric during the first assembly. From left, 
the group includes, holding the toddler, 
Frank Houston, Richard Baskin, Craig 
McClung, Eric Davenport, David Teague, 
Allen Lay and Kim Jarrell.

The church supports the Rwanda 
mission work financially and with prayer.

Parameters.
In the Old Testament, Hosea is a book 

of misbehaving, punishment, repentance, 
forgiveness, and constant love. It is a 
description of God the Father and the 
relationship with His children, the Israelites. 
In Hosea 14, the final chapter, the author sums 
up the story. It is quite similar to my father’s 
parenting tactics. Israel would transgress 
God’s Laws. God would punish her. Israel 
would repent. God would forgive. This 
happened over and over and over. Why did 
God keep doing what He did? It’s simple. He 
loves His children, and desires to raise them 
up in His Love: “I will heal their faithlessness; I will love them 
freely, for my anger has turned from them” (Hosea 14:1 RSV).

God continues His Real Parenting today – aren’t you 
thankful God is Our Father? Life with Father is good!

Real Parenting, continued...

BY MARSHA 
DOWeLL

Continued from page 2

Life with Father

Prayer safeguards
mission work

SenD Name, Old Address, City, 
State, Zip, ALOnG With New 
Address, City, State, Zip.  mAiL tO: 
The Christian News, P. O. Box 34793, 
San Antonio, TX 78265-4793 Or 
emAiL tO ChristianNewsST@
hotmail.com

ChANGE Of 
ADDRESS?
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this summer focus on the theme “But Who Do You Say That I Am?” from 
Jesus’ question found in Matthew 16. These are the lesson topics: “Jesus 
the Alpha and Omega” (Rev. 22:13), “Jesus, the Holy One of God” (Mark 
1:24), “Jesus, Immanuel-God with Us” (Matt. 1:23), “Jesus, the Student” 
(Luke 2:52), “Jesus, the Prophet” (Matt. 21:11), “Jesus, the Rabbi” 
(John 3:2), “Jesus, the Revolutionist” (Acts 17:6), “Jesus, the Savior - 
His Work at the Cross” (Acts 2:36) and “Jesus, the Risen Advocate and 
Intercessor—Mediator” (1 Tim. 2:5). 

The end of the week includes a friendly competition over the week’s 
material. As you can see, the Bible will be studied and anytime young 
people are learning from the Word of God, the Lord is surely pleased. 

Third, friends are made! The Camp Bandina experience is a richly 
nourished field that leads to the growth of lifelong friendships. A lot 
of time is spent with those who come to be our friends. Consider that 
campers and staff members alike enjoy eating with friends every day 
for a week, play together during athletics and swim times, sit with each 
other during daily singing sessions, pray during devotionals, attend Bible 
class daily, worship God together, and spend time in the cabins for 140 
hours each summer. Friendships, especially Christian friendships are 
strengthened at camp. 

As you can see, much of the week is dedicated to Bible study, 
worship, singing, prayer and spiritual matters as well as other fun 
activities. As with most things in life, we could nit pick for negative 
things about camp. Camp is certainly not all that is needed for a healthy 
spiritual life. But, no doubt, the overall good that is accomplished 
through camp each summer can contribute to a lifetime of faithfulness, 

love for God’s Word, 
and friendships that 
will endure throughout 
eternity for many! 

[Editor’s note: Mark 
Hammitt preaches for the 
church in Corpus Christi. 
Bandina Christina 
Youth Camp, located on 
Highway 16 between 
Bandera and Medina, 
is operated by a board 
of directors who are all 
dedicated members of the 
Church of Christ.]

Vacation Bible School – Getting there is half the fun
MATHIS -- “I love how everyone looks 

so happy but Micah is trying to escape!” 
commented Summer Haffner of the church 
in Colleyville. Daniel and Lakesha Garza 
of the Adams Street church of Christ in 
Beeville snapped this shot of their children 
and themselves before taking off to an 
event and posted it. 

They were headed to the “Fruits of 
Spirit” Vacation Bible School at the Mathis 
congregation on June 22.

The joyful spirit during the journey 
is part of the fun of taking the family to 

VBS. From left, front, parents Daniel and 
Lakesha Garza; middle, Zoe and Micah; 
back, Spencer and Hannah. 

Said eight-year old Zoe: “I like the 
Fruit of Spirit song and the crafts that went 
along with it. Instead of just singing, I can 
understand the meaning of each one.”

“We have attended the Mathis VBS for 
a couple of years now,” said Daniel, the 
Adams St. minister. “It really is something 
special when the whole family can go to 
VBS and be edified. The brethren in Mathis 
do an outstanding job.”

CORPUS CHRISTI --This summer, young people from Weber Road and 
many other places throughout Texas will be attending Camp Bandina near 
Bandera, Texas. We will also send over 20 Weber Road adults to serve as 
staff members, counselors, and Bible class teachers during the session that 
includes July 4. 

Weber students have been attending this camp since the 1960’s and many 
good things can be said about its value. Here are three of those things.

First, there is a focus on God. The reason for Camp Bandina is to provide 
a week of focusing on godly things. To get away from so many things that 
can distract us from spiritual matters is helpful in many ways. 

Each evening the entire 300+ students who are at camp that week gather 
for worship. Lessons for the Sunday through Friday sermons cover: “What 
Do You Think about the Christ?” (Matt. 22:42), “Great in Your 
Midst Is the Holy One of Israel” (Isa. 12:6). “Concerning this 
Child” (Luke 2), “The Stone that the Builders Rejected” (Mark 
12:10), “My Kingdom Is Not of This World” (John 18:36) and 
“At the Name of Jesus Every Knee Should Bow” (Php. 2:10). 

Each summer there are many who are restored as Christians 
and many are also baptized in the Medina River. Hundreds of 
souls for over 50 years have come out of those river waters as 
new creations in Christ! Congregations of the Lord’s church 
throughout the world are blessed by faithful Christians who 
were first introduced to Christ and/or were encouraged in their 
faith while attending one or more sessions of camp through the 
years.

Second, the Bible is studied. Daily Bible class teachers 
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by Buck Griffith 
CORPUS CHRISTI – “Making our world a safer place by teaching Christ 

to prisoners” is one of the goals of the Kings Crossing Prison Ministries. 
The work has been fruitful for over 40 years. This quick trip down memory 
lane highlights the many achievements and milestones along the way.

• Starting Christian Training School for Ex-Offenders (CTS) in 1983
• Organizing Christians Against Substance Abuse (CASA) in 1988
• In 1991, beginning the Baptistries Around the World program
• Establishing the Prison Ministry Endowment Fund in 1993
• Relocating the prison ministry office to 3833 S. Staples in 1998
• Merging offices with NewLife Behavior Ministries in 2002
• Initiating “Little Angels” in 2005
• Weekend Reconciled and Renewed Seminars began in 2007
• Added the VetNet outreach effort to military personnel in 2012
• Secured equipment to produce our own teaching manuals in 2017
In addition, we have assisted tens of thousands who asked being 

immersed into Christ all along the journey. Millions of Bible lessons, tracts, 
and Bibles have been distributed. 

The combined numbers are overwhelming and somewhat numbing. It is 
easy to lose sight of the magnitude of this ministry with 64+ sessions every 
month – that means more than two per day! 

So, here’s a breakdown of the whole into a smaller piece such as our 
classes, services and groups. 

Let’s take a typical Thursday. At least two volunteers drive (separately) 

70 miles to Beeville to teach three classes of 30 students in each class and 
then drive back. This requires three hours on the road and six hours in the 
classroom. 

On the same day, another volunteer is facilitating a Winners Circle 
group at the Arlington Heights Church of Christ here. At least two more 
volunteers drive 60 miles to San Diego to teach in a Faith-Based Dorm 
group of 40-60 men and then drive home. On this ONE day, 300 miles will 
have been driven and 17-20 hours have been donated that directly touch 
175 persons. 

By one estimate, we indirectly affect six others with each contact. If so, 
we are touching a minimum of 1050 lives! 

And that’s not counting those who walk into our offices, call on the 
phone, send texts and email and transmit faxes. In addition, the daily U.S. 
mail brings lessons from our 30,000+ active Bible correspondence students. 

The point is this: We have 40+ years of experience in this mission field. 
We have established avenues for inmate and inmate-family contact and 
follow-up. The machinery is in place. We are positioned to do much more in 
the future. We are excited! 

Thank you for helping us get here. Now, we ask for your continued 
prayers and support going forward. Pray constantly. 

Monetary donations may be sent to King’s Crossing Prison Ministries, 
3833 South Staples, Ste. S-101, Corpus Christi, TX 78411. For more 
information, email me at bucknlb@yahoo.com or call 361-855-3372. The 
website is at kingscrossingprisonministries.org.

Prison Ministries: Positioned to Produce

Will the real Predestination Please Stand up
by Gene Vance 
SAN ANTONIO -- Manifold confusion has 

simmered in the Christian community since the 
1700’s concerning the topic of predestination 
for individuals. The theory of Predestination 
is based on seven scriptures taken out of their 
specific context. The word “foreknowledge,” 
appears first and is followed by five, forced 
into six, more descriptive pictures: Acts 2:23, 
Acts 4:28, Romans 8:29-30, 1 Corinthians 
2:7, Ephesians 1:5, and Ephesians 1:11. Verses 
29 and 30 of Romans 8 have been made into 
separate verses, although the Greek text does 
not do so.

In the specific context, these seven Pauline 
statements arise in the midst of confusion 
about the Gentiles becoming a part of, even 
grafted into God’s Israel (Romans 11:17), 
the ecclesia (a called-out people, a kingdom, 
the church). Although Isaiah had prophesied 
that Gentile inclusion was God’s will (Isaiah 
42:6), the Jews wanted to remain God’s 
exclusive chosen people, with the history and 
genealogy to prove it.

The focus of these writings is 
on the church, a group of people. 
To promote unity, both Jews and 
Gentiles needed reassurance that 

this change was not a new or false teaching. 
Fundamentally, Paul made these specific 
statements to testify that the inclusion of 
Gentiles was not something new, but had been 
God’s plan since the world began.

The concepts of God’s sovereignty and 
God’s omniscience are intertwined with the 
theory of predestination, perhaps resulting 
from a desire to attribute divine sanction to 
the power earthly leaders exercised over their 
subjects at that time. This theory goes beyond 
God’s knowing in advance all that will happen; 
it alleges God has decided in advance which 
individuals will be given anything, including 
salvation, and which ones will be pushed 
aside.

The Predestination theory concludes that 
regardless of the positive or negative actions 
executed by individual humans, the spiritual 
destiny of those lives has been decided in 
advance.  At the core of this theory is the 
tension between human free will and God’s 
sovereign choices.
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